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Tennessee End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Program 

UPDATES



Current Assessments Future Assessments

 Algebra I          
 Biology I 
 English II

 ELSA* Algebra I  (NEW)

 ELSA English II  (NEW)

 U.S. History
 English I
 Algebra II  (NEW)

 English III (FT May 2011)

 Chemistry

 Geometry

 Physics

*English Linguistically Simplified Assessment

= Anchor Assessment

EOC Assessments



Characteristics of ELSA Exams

Language for an ELSA test item is simplified to assist in measuring the 
intended knowledge or skill; however, the knowledge or skill is NOT 
simplified.

Uses high-frequency (common) words

Reduces wordiness

Avoids words with multiple meanings

Uses concrete words, not abstract 

Reduces complexity of sentence structure

Uses the simplest verb forms

Uses a context that is no more complex than required

*EOC ELSA  exams are not available in large print or Braille.



ELSA Eligibility

The ELSA Algebra I and ELSA English II exams are 
appropriate for students who are eligible for English as a 
Second Language (ESL) services.

Ineligible Students:

T1 or T2 students 
Students who have transitioned out of an ESL program

ELL Contact: 
Steven Nixon
ELL Assessment Consultant
steven.nixon@tn.gov 



EOC Exam Scores

The end-of-course test grade will count 20% of the 
second-semester grade for the 2009-2010 and the 
2010-2011 school years and 25% of the second-
semester grade in subsequent school years. 



The Alternative Performance-Based Assessment (APBA) 
Rubric may be used for any SPED student enrolled in an 
EOC class. The rubric may only be used to assist the 
student in passing the class; points may not be added to 
the student’s assessment score for the purpose of 
meeting the Gateway diploma requirement.

SPED Contact:

Lori Nixon

Special Education Assessment Consultant

lori.nixon@tn.gov 

Alternative Performance-Based Assessment Rubric



Gateway AYP/EOC

 Entered high school prior  
to the 2009-10 school year

 Previously earned a credit 
in Algebra I, Biology I, or 
English II

OR 
 Will never be enrolled in an 

AYP/EOC class and has an 
IEP that provides for the 
passing of the Gateway 
exams in the pursuit of a 
regular diploma

 Enrolled in Algebra I, 
Biology I, or English II

(Regardless of grade level or 

graduation requirements, a 
student must be administered 
the AYP/EOC exam if enrolled 
in an AYP/EOC class.)

Enrolled=EOC

Gateway or AYP/EOC?



Gateway and AYP/EOC?

 A student should NOT be administered both a 
Gateway exam and its AYP/EOC counterpart 
automatically or arbitrarily. 

 A student is enrolled in an AYP/EOC  and is also 
receiving a Gateway intervention.

 The AYP/EOC is mandatory.



EOC and Paper Gateway Administrations

 Summer, Fall, and Spring
 For each assessment, a student may test only  once per 

administration.

 Fall 2010 AYP/EOC and Paper Gateway Testing
Algebra I/ELSA- December 7

English II/ELSA- December 8

Biology I- December 9

Make-up Testing- December 10

 EOC English I, U.S. History, and Algebra II Testing
(last 10 instructional days)



AYP/EOCs

-55 Operational Items

-10 Field Test Items

-Untimed

English I and Algebra II

--55 Operational Items

--10 Field Test Items

--Untimed

-U.S. History

--50 operational Items

--10 Field Test Items

--Untimed

 AYP/EOC

Algebra I/ELSA

English II/ELSA

Biology I

 EOC

English I

Algebra II

U.S. History



ALL

-55 Operational Items

-7 Field Test Items

-Untimed

 Gateway Exams (Paper and Online)

Mathematics

Language Arts

Science



Online Gateway Testing

 With the exception of homebound students and students 
requiring large print or Braille tests, all students must 
take Gateway assessments online. 

 Online Gateway testing features a read-aloud function 
for Special Education students whose IEPs allow for the 
read-loud or prompting accommodation. Before testing, 
students will be able to practice answering questions 
online either with or without the read-aloud function. 
Students will be able to practice as many times as needed 
prior to live testing. 



PearsonAccess: Resources for Online Gateway Testing



Online Testing: Practice Items



Online Testing: Tools



Online Testing: Tools



Online Testing: Audio Feature



2010 Standard Setting

 Standard setting was conducted on the following 
dates:

 MAAS (RLA, Math, Science, and Social Studies): June 21-22

 ACH (RLA, Math, and Science): June 23-24

 EOC (Algebra I, Biology I, and English I-II): June 28-30

 Committees comprised teachers, principals, 
supervisors, and directors of schools.

 Said committees recommended cut scores.

 The cut scores were submitted to the state board of 
education and approved in July.



New Achievement Levels



EOC Cut Scores



EOC Cut Scores



2009-2010 EOC Reports

The EOC parent brochure is printed on the back of the IPR.

U.S. History is an  outlier.



2009-2010 EOC Reports

http://www.ncschoolhouse.com/



Met/Not Met 

SDDV in SchoolHouse 
will be activated for the 
Fall 2009, Spring 2010, 
and Summer 2010 
AYP/EOC 
administrations for the 
purpose of applying the 
A1 edit to records of 
applicable testers. 

The A1 SDDV window 
will span September 24-
October 29. 
Replacement labels will 
be delivered to systems 
on November 16. 

Scale scores are NOT 
featured on labels for 
U.S. History.

Systems are NOT responsible for printing EOC labels or IPRs.



Revised EOC Answer Document 

*American  Indian or   
Alaska Native

*Asian/Pacific Islander

*Black, not Hispanic

*Hispanic

*White, not  Hispanic 



Revised EOC GIS



New EOC Resources



Mary Taylor LaQuisha Oliver

mary.e.taylor@tn.gov laquisha.oliver@tn.gov
615.253.6031 615.253.3596


